OLD MORRISON, TRANSYLVANIA COLLEGE
West Third Street between Upper Street and Broadway, Lexington
Transylvania College, chartered by the Virginia Legislature in 1783 when Kentucky was still a

part of the Old Dominion, is one of the oldest institutions of higher learning west of the
Appalachians. Old Morrison, the college’s impressive Greek Revival centerpiece, was built in
1831-1834 from designs by Gideon Shryock. Following a fire in 1969, the interior was
reconstructed within the old shell, but the exterior, dominated by a pedimented Doric portico, is
unchanged.



